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WHOUSEPLANSDIR[CT ESTABLISHED 2008

SELF-BUILD - BUILD WITH CONFIDENCE

The Construction
Specification Checklist

A practical worksheet to help you track construction against the agreed
specification, stage by stage from site set-up to handover.

Use this checklist alongside your designer and contractor to work through each stage of
construction in sequence, confirming what has been reviewed, installed and tested as

you go.
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1. General Requirements

Work through this checklist alongside your contractor as construction proceeds.
Confirm each item as it is reviewed, installed or tested, and use it alongside your

specification and drawings, not instead of them.
DOCUMENTATION

(UDrawings reviewed

OStructural Engineer's drawings reviewed
(OJpPlanning conditions reviewed

(JBuilding Regulations requirements reviewed
(UManufacturer's instructions available

Construction Phase Plan prepared (where required)

CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES

(OVerify all dimensions before commencing work
(JReport discrepancies prior to construction
OProtect existing buildings and services
(UMaintain safe working practices

(JProvide competent supervision

(JCoordinate specialist subcontractors
(JProvide testing and commissioning

(UMaintain an up-to-date construction programme
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Site preparation and earthworks.

2. SITE PREPARATION

(ISite clearance completed

OExisting services identified

JTemporary fencing erected

OWelfare facilities provided

(ISite signage installed

Temporary water supply available
OJTemporary electricity supply available
UTree protection installed (where applicable)

(JSite setting out completed
3. EARTHWORKS

UTopsoil removed and stored
OExcavations completed
OFormation inspected
Uimported fill approved

UJFill compacted in layers

JSurplus spoil removed from site
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Foundations and drainage.

4. FOUNDATIONS

UExcavations approved by Building Control
JFoundation concrete placed
UReinforcement installed (where required)
UFoundation levels checked

UFoundation dimensions verified

OJConcrete cured correctly

5. DRAINAGE — FOUL DRAINAGE

(Opipework laid to correct falls
Ulnspection chambers installed
(UBedding completed
UConnections sealed

(ODrainage pressure /air tested

5. DRAINAGE — SURFACE WATER

(OSoakaway constructed
JRainwater drainage installed
JSurface water connected correctly

(JAttenuation system installed (if required)
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Ground floor and masonry.

6. GROUND FLOOR CONSTRUCTION

(JHardcore compacted

OBlinding completed

(JDamp Proof Membrane installed

(JRadon protection installed (where required)

UFloor insulation installed

(JBeam and block floor installed (where applicable)
(JReinforced concrete slab completed (where applicable)

(JScreed laid
7. MASONRY

(JBrickwork completed

UBlockwork completed

(OJStonework completed (where applicable)
Owall ties installed

JDPC installed

(JCavity barriers installed

Lintels installed

(OWeep vents provided

UExpansion joints formed
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Structure and roofing.

8. STRUCTURAL STEELWORK

Steelwork installed
(OBearings checked
JProtective coatings complete
UFire protection applied

(JBolted connections tightened
9. TIMBER CONSTRUCTION

OStructural timber graded
(OJTimber frame erected

JRoof trusses installed
UEngineered floor joists installed

UTimber treatment completed

10. ROOFING

JRoof structure complete
(ORoof membrane installed
JBattens fixed

JRoof coverings completed
JLead flashings installed
JRidge system completed
Roof ventilation provided

ORainwater goods installed
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Windows, external walls and internal walls.

11. WINDOWS & EXTERNAL DOORS

Frames installed square and plumb
(OGlazing completed

(USafety glazing installed where required
UTrickle vents fitted

OWeather seals complete

(JAir sealing completed

(UExternal sealant applied
12. EXTERNAL WALLS & CLADDING

JRender board fixed

(JVentilated cavity maintained

(JCladding installed

(OSilicone render applied (where applicable)

UFire stopping completed
13. INTERNAL WALLS

OStudwork erected
JAcoustic insulation installed
JServices installed
(OJplasterboard fixed

OFire-resistant boards installed where required
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Plastering, joinery and kitchen.

14. PLASTERING

(UBoarding complete
Dioint reinforcement installed
(JSkim coat applied

OFinish inspected
15. JOINERY

Uinternal doors fitted
Ulronmongery fitted
(OSkirting installed
UArchitraves installed
(OStaircase completed

(OLoft access fitted
16. KITCHEN INSTALLATION

Kitchen installed to manufacturer's drawings
OAppliances fitted

(JWorktops installed

(JSplashbacks completed

UFinal adjustments made
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Bathrooms and services.

17. BATHROOMS

(UJSanitaryware installed
OWaterproofing completed
JTiling completed
(JSealants applied

(OExtract ventilation installed

18. PLUMBING & HEATING

OJPipework pressure tested

(JHeating system installed

JUnderfloor heating installed (where applicable)
(JHot water cylinder installed

(JHeat pump installed (where applicable)

(OJControls commissioned

19. VENTILATION

(OMVHR installed (where applicable)
UExtract fans installed
(UBackground ventilation completed

(JAirflow commissioned
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Electrical, renewables and finishes.

20. ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

UFirst fix completed

(JConsumer unit installed

(JSecond fix completed

(JSmoke alarms installed

UExternal lighting installed

(JEV charger installed (where applicable)

Electrical Installation Certificate provided

2]. RENEWABLE ENERGY

(JSolar PV installed
(UBattery storage installed
UInverter commissioned

(OMonitoring system operational

22. INTERNAL FINISHES

(ODecoration completed
UFloor finishes installed
Owall tiling completed
(JSealants completed

(OJFinal cleaning completed
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External works, testing and commissioning.

23. EXTERNAL WORKS

(JPaths completed
ODriveway completed
(JPatios completed
OFencing installed
OGates installed

(JLandscaping completed
24. TESTING & COMMISSIONING

Electrical certification received

(JPlumbing tested

(UHeating commissioned

(JMVHR balanced

(JAir permeability test completed (where required)
ODrainage tested

(JBuilding Control inspections completed

Houseplansdirect - Free self-build planning resources - www.houseplansdirect.co.uk

11



Tﬁ]ﬁHOUSEPlANS DIRECT

THE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION CHECKLIST

11

25. Handover.

HANDOVER

(JPractical Completion achieved
(OSnagging completed

(JCompletion Certificate issued
(JOperating manuals provided
(OWarranties and guarantees provided
Test certificates provided

(JAs-built information provided
(UKeys handed over

(JClient demonstration completed

(JFinal account agreed
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Final sign-off.

PROJECT NOTES

PREPARED BY

DATE

CONTRACTOR SIGNATURE

CLIENT SIGNATURE

SPECIFICATION REVISION CONFIRMED

DATE AGREED

Houseplansdirect recommendation

Work through this checklist stage by stage alongside your contractor, rather than only at
completion. Confirming each item as it happens is far easier than trying to verify it once the next
stage of work has covered it up.

HOUSEPLANSDIRECT

Keep Building With Confidence

This is one of a growing library of free self-build resources from Houseplansdirect. Explore the
full collection to support every stage of your project.

www.houseplansdirect.co.uk
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