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About this guide

This guide explains the principal window types used in low-rise housing in England. It is intended for
clients, designers, specifiers, energy assessors, building-control teams, contractors and installers who
need to coordinate appearance, opening method, daylight, ventilation, safety, security, thermal
performance and weathering.

SCOPE Window selection is project-, elevation-, exposure-, ventilation-,
overheating-, security- and product-specific. Use declared whole-window
performance and manufacturer details for the actual size and configuration.
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Part 1 — Introduction: Understanding Window Types

Classifying windows by movement, geometry, material, glazing and performance

A window admits daylight and views while controlling weather, heat flow, air leakage, ventilation,
security and impact risk. The complete window includes frame, sash or casement, glazing, seals,
ironmongery, trickle ventilators where specified, fixings, sill and perimeter interfaces.

Figure 1 — Principal residential window families shown as complete assemblies.

Classification Typical choices

Side-hung, top-hung, bottom-hung, tilt-and-

Opening turn, sliding or fixed.
Geometry ilrnsgr::;f;t, coupled, bay, bow, corner, ribbon
Frame Timber, PVC-U, aluminium, steel or composite.
Glazin Double, triple, laminated, toughened,
9 patterned, acoustic or solar-control.
Thermal, airtightness, weather, acoustic,
Performance

security, ventilation and safety.

KEY PRINCIPLE Use the whole-window performance for the actual configuration
where required. Centre-pane glazing values alone do not describe frame, spacer and
edge losses.
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